
Reduce Reflected Glare with 
Rosco’s Linear Polarizing Filter
Rosco Polarizing Filter is a linear polarizing filter developed 
for use on lights. It is most commonly used in photography 
to reduce glare from smooth reflective surfaces such as 
glass, water, glossy paper and certain metallic objects.

Rosco Polarizing Filter is not intended to replace a camera 
lens polarizer. A lens polarizer may be used separately to 
reduce glare, but its effectiveness is then limited to a very 
specific placement of the camera in relation to the glare 
producing surface (about 55 off center axis).

For this reason, it is best to employ polarizing filters on 
both the lights and the camera. This cross polarization 
technique allows greater flexibility in the placement of the 
camera. This technique is especially useful when the 
camera is directly facing the subject, such as when copying 
artwork or animation cells.

Most objects produce some glare. Even though it may be 
minor, this glare can cause a washing out or weakening of 
the objects color. Cross polarization can reduce this glare 
to provide richer color saturation.

In addition to glare reduction, Rosco Polarizing Filter may 
be utilized for a variety of other special effects or technical 
applications. These include birefringence (for crystal 
photography) and motion illusion. 

KEY FEATURES
• Reduces glare caused by smooth reflective surfaces

• Excellent neutral grey with minimal color temperature shift

• 38% Transmission

• Available in 17" x 20" (43 cm x 51 cm) sheets or
 17" x 10' (43 cm x 300 cm) rolls

SPECIFICATIONS
Rosco Polarizing Filter is produced on a 6 mil acetate base.

It is an excellent neutral grey with minimal color temperature 
shift. Transmission is 38% (1 1/2 stops).

The polarization axis runs parallel to the 17” dimension of 
the filter.

Rosco's Polarizing Filter should be affixed to the barndoor or a 
frame in front of the light, allowing several inches between the 
bulb and the filter for ventilation.

APPLICATION
To cross polarize, simply place the Rosco Polarizing Filter in 
front of the lights so that their axes are pointed in the same 
direction. Note: the axis of polarization runs parallel to the 
17” dimension of the filter. The filter should be placed in a 
frame in front of the fixture or clipped to barndoors, but 
care should be taken to allow adequate air space for 
ventilation. Next, position the lights – ideally at a 45° angle 
to the subject – then, rotate the polarizing camera filter 
until the glare diminishes or disappears. For best results, 
use a linear polarizing filter in the camera.
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Item Code Description
101 07300 1720
101 07300 1710

17" x 20" (43 cm x 51 cm) sheet
17" x 10' (43 cm x 300 cm) roll


